
Abstract: China's 1911 Revolution was a momen-

tous political transformation. Its leaders, however, 

were not rebellious troublemakers on the periphery 

of imperial order. On the contrary, they were a pow-

erful political and economic elite deeply entrenched 

in local society and well-respected both for their im-

perially sanctioned cultural credentials and for their 

mastery of new ideas. The revolution they spear-

headed produced a new, democratic political culture 

that enshrined national sovereignty, constitutional-

ism, and the rights of the people as indisputable 

principles. 

 

Based upon previously untapped Qing and Republi-

can sources, The Politics of Rights and the 1911 

Revolution in China is a nuanced and colorful chron-

icle of the revolution as it occurred in local and re-

gional areas. Xiaowei Zheng explores the ideas that 

motivated the revolution, the popularization of those 

ideas, and their animating impact on the Chinese 

people at large. The focus of the book is not on the 

success or failure of the revolution, but rather on the 

transformative effect that revolution has on people 

and what they learn from it.  

 

Bio: Xiaowei Zheng is an associate professor of 

History and EALCS at University of California at 

Santa Barbara. Her research interests include local 

history of the Qing dynasty and early republican po-

litical culture, with a special focus on the emergence 

of popular nationalism and the potential of republi-

canism. She also researches and writes on compar-

ative revolutions, the historiography of constitutional-

ism and democracy, and critical theory. 
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