
Abstract: Internal migration in China grew 

to include 245 million people in 2016. More 

than 20 million of these migrants belong to one 

of the 55 different ethnic minorities in the coun-

try. My talk will focus on these minority groups, 

the challenges they face and how the govern-

ment organizes policies to support their devel-

opment. First, I examine internal migration and 

why people move. Second, I discuss the chal-

lenges that stereotype, “closed-doorism” and 

community development create for ethnic mi-

norities in places of destination and as internal 

migrants. Finally, I analyze the government’s 

policies to solve some of the challenges these 

community face and new potentials for solu-

tions.  

Bio: Shengyu Pei is an Associate Professor 

at College of Ethnology and Sociology, South-

Central University for Nationalities. He received 

his ethnology PhD at Minzu University of Chi-

na. His research interests include development 

of multi-ethnic communities and Chinese ethnic 

issues, with a special focus on internal migra-

tion of ethnic minorities. Dr. Pei is currently 

working with Dr. Jeffrey H. Cohen as a visiting 

scholar at the Department of Anthropology, 

OSU. 
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