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Abstract: As China’s economy has strengthened
and living standards have risen, China’s demand
for wood has grown substantially. Subsequently,
China’s domestic wood supply falls far short in
meeting this demand. To exacerbate this problem,
China instituted its Natural Forest Protection Pro-
gram this year, which bans all commercial logging
of natural forests in an effort to allow forests to re-
cover from decades of over-logging and to help re-
store forest ecosystems. In 2013, China launched
the construction of the Strategic Timber Reserve
Base which has a goal to expand planted forest
area to 14 million ha by 2020. The vast areas of
planted eucalyptus in south China have generated
concerns regarding losses of biodiversity, soil and
aquifers. In an effort to reduce the ecological foot-
print, China has recently acquired Forest Steward-
ship Council forestland certification for approxi-
mately 130,000 hectares in south China. The im-
pact that China’s timber deficit has had on forest
ecosystems and possible management solutions
are discussed.

Bio: Dr. Williams is an Associate Professor in
the School of Environment and Natural Resources,
serving as a member of the Forestry Faculty and
the Faculty in Chinese Studies, East Asian Studies
Center. His most recent published work has fo-
cused on the management, ecology and biodiversi-
ty of eucalyptus forests and bird communities in
south China. Dr. Williams served as Project Direc-
tor on a project, funded by the U.S. State Depart-
ment, to redevelop the Forest Economic sector in
southwest Siberia after Perestroika. He was award-
ed the Golden Silk Ball Award from the Chinese
government for his contributions to the society and
economy in Guangxi. He served as Chairman of
technical sessions in the Conference on Biodiversi-
ty and Ecosystems and the International Confer-
ence of Emerging Industries held in Suzhou and
Shenzhen, China, respectively. Dr. Williams has
served on the World Forestry Committee of the So-
ciety of American Foresters.
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