
Abstract: Jian 諫 (“admonition” or “remonstrance”) - 

an official offering advice to a ruler with the intention 

of eliciting a change in his behavior and govern-

ance—was a long-recorded practice in Chinese court 

culture. As a remembered practice, its enactment 

was necessarily a reenactment; in fact, it was by 

highlighting it as a reenactment—through recalling 

past acts of jian and the “admonishing officials” in 

history—that the full significance of an act 

of jian could be made explicit. While considering how 

an official drew on the past to situate and constitute 

his admonition, I will examine the act as simultane-

ously a remembered practice and a practice in re-

membrance. Focusing on the admonition presented 

to Wei Emperor Ming (204-239) by a group of offi-

cials in light of his extensive building activities, I will 

argue that jian was instrumental in shaping imperial 

remembrance for the purpose of governance and 

legacy formation. 
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