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Abstract: The fundamental difference between Chinese
culture and Western culture first lies in their different
conceptualizations and representations of the universe or
tian K. Next, based on their respective interpretations
of the nature of the universe/tian, Western culture has
developed the concept of a “nuclear-self” in which
“person” is defined by its internal properties while Chi-
nese culture has constructed a “relational-self” where
“ren N” is understood by its relationships to others.
Further, in the Western culture the universe and person
each is independent of the other and the relationship be-
tween the them is binary and antagonistic whereas in Chi-
nese culture tian and ren are unified as one through qi

J=
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Bio: Professor Yunhua Liu (XIFz1E#3%) received his
Ph. D. in comparative literature from Peking University.
He is currently teaching at Shanghai Normal University
where he is also serving as the Director of the Center for
Comparative Literature and World Literature (Key Project
of China’s Ministry of Education -- “[E|5Z # 55FF — LI
SR SR SE LT ). Professor Liu's publica-
tions includes books such as (IEBFHAEREFRCE
XAER) and (EBEOEW @ PREVEBRLER
2 PR K HOR 1[BIN) . The Center for Compara-
tive Literature and World Literature (CCLWL) at Shanghai
Normal University has had a decade-long relationship of
academic cooperation with our Department of East Asian
Languages and Literatures (DEALL), ever since the estab-
lishment of CCLWL under their founding director, Profes-
sor Sun Jingyao (PN R Fe#d%) .
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