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Abstract: This talk uses interdisciplinary
sources to understand and explain melan-
cholia among female hallyu fans. The talk
argues that melancholia commonly found
among female hallyu fans is a sign of their
proactive effort to fight and overcome gen-
dered inequality rampant in their male domi-
nated societies. It is found that female hallyu
fans transform melancholia into a gender
neutral love toward hallyu idols, who they
think have possessed their bodies (thus, mel-
ancholia), and who they think empower them
to learn new cultural knowledge of Korea for
future creative activities in the form of retro
learning (RL) or forward learning (FL).
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