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Abstract: Synaesthesia (B2 / BXTi), with its Greek

etymology, is a linguistic device that offers a unique win-
dow into our neuro-cognitive mechanisms as well as cul-
turally grounded conceptualization. Linguistic synaesthe-
sia in Chinese offers interesting facts that were not ac-

counted for previously. |8 to smell’, with its auditory ety-

mology for instance, is an instance of sub-lexical synaes-
thesia marked by orthography with auditory-to-olfactory
direction, which contradicts the embodiment based pre-
diction. More recently, synaesthesia has been a show-
case phenomenon for neuro-cognitive studies (e.g. Cy-
towic’s (2003) The Man Who Tasted Shapes), yet linguis-
tic synaesthesia hasn’t received the attention it deserves
until a few recent papers (Srik Lievers and Winter 2018,
Zhao, Huang and Long 2018). In this talk, | will introduce
a series of recent studies by our group focusing on new
perspectives on synaesthesia driven by Chinese data.
Topics addressed include the relation between synaes-
thesia and metaphor, the universality of mapping direc-
tion, the embodiment theory and/or neuro-cognitive basis
of linguistic synaesthesia, and possible cultural influence
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Bio: Chu-Ren Huang (PhD, Cornell 1987; DHC, Aix-
Marseille 2013) is a chair professor at the Hong Kong Pol-
ytechnic University. He is a Fellow as well as past presi-
dent of the Hong Kong Academy of the Humanities; and a
permanent member of the International Committee on
Computational Linguistics. He has published 25 books or
edited volumes, more than 25 online or licensable lan-
guage resources, over 190 journal articles or book chap-
ters, and over 450 refereed conference papers. His recent
and upcoming books include A Reference Grammar of
Chinese, Computational Processing of the Chinese Lan-
guage, and Cambridge Handbook of Chinese Linguis-
tics (Cambridge); Mandarin Chinese Words and Parts of
Speech: A corpus-based study, and Routledge Handbook
in Chinese Applied Linguistics (Routledge); Digital Human-
ities: Bridging the Divide (Springer), and Generative Lexi-
con Studies in Chinese (Commercial Press). He is Editor
in Chief of the journal Lingua Sinica and the book se-
ries SNLP (Cambridge), SEAL, THIA (Springer) and FiCL
(PKU Press/Springer).
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