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Abstract: My presentation will examine historical

memory and cultural entrepreneurship, not in a market-
oriented economy of civil-society cultural operators, but in
the state-dominated political economy of Maoist China.
Examining the “painter’s practice” of five elite PRC visual
artists through interview/oral history as well as visual
materials, | suggest that these painters drew on varying
levels of political commitment, personal interests,
feelings, experiences, research, and technical skills to
compose a range of anonymous, collaborative, but also
individually inspired paintings of the Sino-Japanese War.
| will argue that they were not just illustrators or designers
even though most fall short of the definition of

entrepreneurial artists as individual creators.
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