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As a way of rethinking the historical role and importance of the Japanese archipelago's marine
environment, this talk focuses on what we can learn from looking at coastal cargo ships and
their crews during the Tokugawa period. These ships were of a new type specifically
developed within and reflective of the particular cultural and physical environment of the
period. Because coastal shipping was essential for the movement of tax rice and other
products within Tokugawa Japan's booming merchant economy, the way that cargo sailors
worked with and adapted their ships and behavior to the marine environment directly shaped
the history of Tokugawa Japan. Government records of returned castaways provide
testimonies for how sailors and shipwrights dealt with the particular environmental hazards
of Japan's nearshore waters, and the material evidence of ship construction supplements that
testimony.

Jakobina Arch is an Assistant Professor of History at Whitman College in Walla Walla,
Washington. Her research focuses on marine environmental history in Japan, especially in the
early modern period.
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