
Abstract: The circle model of cross-cultural research 
attempts to re-examine the relationship between Chinese 
and Western literature, treats “Western learning introduced 
into China” and “exporting Chinese culture to the Western 
world,” which was separated in previous studies, as an 
overall process, and to show a spatial map of the circle 
travelling of literary texts or theories. In this circle traveling, 
the occurrence of misappropriation, transplantation, 
transfer and transformation in every aspect are normal 
phenomena. My talk will offer a case study using the 

example of The Orphan of Zhao by Ji Junxiang (纪君祥). The 

circle travelling of this drama, from its original sources to its 
Western and Eastern (mis)adaptations and critical 
interpretations, shows the complexity of cross-cultural 
exchanges which are never merely one-directional and 
include complex spatial mappings, from ancient Chinese 
culture to Western culture, and then back to modern 
Chinese culture.  
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