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Yi Kwangsu, famous for publishing The Heartless 
(Mujŏng, 1917), Korea’s first mature novel, for 
writing the February Eighth 1919 Student 
Declaration which sparked the anti-Japanese 
March First Movement, and later, for “betraying” 
the Korean people by collaborating with the 
colonial state. The Heartless’s place in literary 
studies has often been obscured by the author’s 
politics. This is a new, spatialized reading of the 
seminal work to reconsider Yi’s alterity (Japan-
Korea, city-hometown) as a precondition of 
modernity itself.


