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Language reflects society, and neologisms are among the most sensitive linguistic indicators of
social and cultural change. Rather than simply introducing newly coined Korean words, this
lecture explores what these expressions reveal about contemporary Korean society. By
examining neologisms associated with changing family values, the rise of individualism,
meritocracy and competition, new survival strategies in the labor market, and growing
awareness of social inequality, participants will gain insight into how language both records
and reflects social transformation. Through the lens of neologisms, the lecture offers a unique
perspective on the values, concerns, and realities of present-day Korea.

September 2, 2026 Register to attend
12:45-2:05 pm this in-person talk.

Derby Hall 047 This talk will be given in Korean.
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