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"NORTH KOREAN NUCLEAR FIRST USE
AND ALLIANCE RESPONSE"

North Korea has large incentives to use a tactical

nuclear weapon early in another conflict on the Korean

peninsula for three reasons: Operationally, Pyongyang

will face an intense ‘use-it-or-lose-it’ dilemma regarding

its WMD as soon as a war starts. Strategically, its

conventional military is quite inferior to the forces ranged

against it. And grand strategically, any serious conflict

between the two Koreas will quickly become existential

for the North. I suggest two responses to this challenge:

First, at the time of attack, the allies should respond with

nonnuclear retaliation as long as feasible, in order to

prevent further nuclear escalation. This will be difficult

given post-strike panic and hysteria. So, second, in

preparation, the US should deconcentrate its northeast

Asian conventional footprint, to reduce opportunities for

North Korea to engage in blackmail of regional American

aggregations, and to reduce potential US casualties and

consequent massive retaliation pressures.
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