
 

 

 

This event  is coordinated by the Asian Studies Program and made possible in part by a U.S.             

  Department of Education Title VI grant to The Ohio State University East Asian Studies Center. 

Contact: Professor Tinaz Pavri, Founding Director, Asian Studies Program, tpavri@spelman.edu 

Asian Studies Program Presents: 

Mitchell Lerner 
Professor of History 
The Ohio State University 

The relationship between the Korean War and the African American civil rights movement  
is one that has been largely overlooked in the historical literature. This presentation  traces 
the struggles of the African American community during the war, focusing in particular on 
the battlefield experiences of African American soldiers, and concludes that Korea served   
as a pivotal moment in directing the civil rights effort towards the more overtly aggressive  
posture that is commonly associated with the war in Vietnam. This talk will suggest that the 
experiences of African American soldiers along the 38th parallel provided a critical step    
towards the increased disillusionment and militancy of the subsequent decade. 

The Korean War and the Struggle for Civil Rights  

Free and open to the public 

Details:  https://easc.osu.edu/spelman-2023 
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