UNDERSTANDING KOREA, [ESEee
KOREAN SOCIETY, AND THE KOREAN LANGUAGE

Spring 2021 | Tuesdays & Thursdays Prof. Susan Strauss
12:30-1:50PM (CT) | 1:30-2:50PM (ET) | sgs9@psu.edu
Discourse shapes how we see and
understand the world, how we
evaluate and express ideas, how we
interact with others. Public discourse
includes language, colors, font styles and
sizes that we encounter in the public
sphere every day of our lives. Public
discourse in and from South Korean society
provides a rich sampling that leads to new
and deeper understandings of Korea, the
Korean language, and Korean Society. We
will examine such public discourse as Youtube
videos, TV shows, menus, news discourse,
blogs, movie posters and trailers, speeches,
album covers, public signage, storefronts,
T-shirts, song lyrics, memes, and emoticons in
South Korea, as well as Japan, China, and
Taiwan.

Korean proficiency for this class may range from no
prior knowledge of Korean to
PENN STAT native/near-native/heritage speaker. It is
preferable that students have some
% background in an East Asian language.
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