Japanese Fan (9 5 1)

Goal: For students to understand Japanese culture

Method: Explain that Japanese fans are called “Uchiwa”, and make fans without bones
together.

Time: 40 minutes

Materials needed: cardboards, scissors, cutters, crayons or colored pencils

Activities:
1. Quiz
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This is a Japanese fan. What is it used for?
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Answer: Not only is it used to cool off, but it is used to protect us from the sun, dust, and

even wind. It is also used to decorate a room.

2. Explain history of Marugame Uchiwa.
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In the 7th century the Uchiwa was used only by the nobility. After the 16th century it was used
by all people, rich and poor.

This fan, the Marugame fan, is unique to the city of Marugame in Kagawa prefecture. It is
often bought as a souvenir when someone visits Kotohira Shinto shrine near Marugame city.
It was made by samurais. Bamboos produced in the nearby prefecture of Ehime. Kochi,
another nearby prefecture, produced paper. And Tokushima, the fourth prefecture, produced
--What do you think? -- glue. Shikoku is made up of only four prefectures. So this fan is

Shikoku-made! Even today 90% of Japanese fans are still made in Marugame.
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3. Explain how to make Uchiwa.
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Cut bamboo into sticks.

Slice the stick in half.

Make a hole to run a thread through the bamboo stick.

Decorate the handle.

Spread a bamboo stick that is called bone and fix like fan-shaped.
Glue the paper to bamboo skeleton.

Trim off the extra paper and bamboo.

4. How to make Uchiwa without a bamboo skeleton.
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Cut a circle out of cardboard.
Cut another small circle at 6 o’clock.
Decorate your circle on both sides.
You can do anything you like.
(Give suggestions and ideas. For example, your father and mother, your boy or girl

friends, drawing cherry blossoms and Mt. Fuji, and so on.)
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