Jerpemese Hlousing = Single-Famailly Houses

Most houses in Japan are traditionally made of wood. Japanese like the natural beauty of wood, and they feel more
relaxed in wooden houses. Also, the ventilation is better that way. Because of all the large sliding windows, Japa—
nese houses are full of light and fresh air. They are well suited for the Japanese climate, especially during the hot,
humid summers. Houses also have roofs made of intricately designed and shaped tiles.

Suppose you are invited to your Japanese friend’ s house:
I.  The Entrance

1. In Japan, you should take your shoes off in the genkan, or the fromt foyer. At most schools, you would do
the same. Usually slippers are provided at the house, and at the school.

I[I. Japanese Rooms: what would you discover after entering the Japanese guest room?

1. Tatami. Tatamiis a mat made of woven straw. The surface of the straw is covered with a sheet of woven
rushes. It is always six feel long by three feet wide, and about two inches thick. The size of a Japanese—
style room is measured according to how many mats there are: ex. A four and a half mat room.

Because tatamimats are very delicate, you should take your slippers off before entering the room.

2. Tokonoma (alcove): the wooden alcove in a Japanese room is usually the size of one tatami mat, sometimes
half a mat. Hanging scrolls and flower arrangements are displayed there too.
These displays often change according to the season or a special event.

3. Fusuma (sliding doors): sliding doors for oshiire (closet) or between rooms serve as partitions. The doors
have wooden frames and are covered with Japanese paper. Japanese paper is then covered with a thicker

layer of fusuma paper.
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