Money Envelope—Mizuhiki
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What do you think this is made from?
It is made from paper, and we call it MIZUHIKI.

When we give money to someone, it is enclosed
in an envelope like this. By using this kind of en-
velope with MIZUHIKI, we show the gift with mod-
esty and humiliation. The gift is clean, decent,
and new.

When do you think Japanese people give money
to someone
When do your parents give you money?

In Japan, on New Year’'s Day, parents, grandpar-
ents, and relatives give money to children. We
call it OTOSHIDAMA. And usually, the older one
becomes, the more money they receive.

As a token of engagement, both families gather
to exchange betrothal money and give gifts com-
posed of nine lucky items. The money is usually
given by the man’s family to the women'’s. The
money is used for furniture and household appli-
ances for the young couple or paying for the ex-
pensive wedding reception.

We often give money when we celebrate events
such as childbirth, entering school, coming of age
day at 20 years old, and marriage.

In these cases, we use clean, new bills, and an
envelope tied with red and white, or gold and sil-
ver cords. We also give money at funerals. But
new bills should not be used in the donation en-
velope. Believe it or not it is polite to use only old
bills. In that case we use an envelope tied with
black and white cords.
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