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“Chochin” is a Japanese traditional lantern. Its body is made by papering the skeleton made
of bamboo. The paper used to cover this bamboo skeleton is called “washi”. It is a very
thin, handmade paper.

“Washi” is made from the bark of the MITSUMATA or KOUZO trees. At first, the bark is
boiled down until it melts. Secondly, it is spread on a plate and dried.

People drew some kinds of words or symbols on the outside of the “Chochin”. Chochins
are collapsible. They are folded up small to store. When they are opened up, people put
candles inside of them to fill them with light. Chochins were mainly used until the end of the
EDO period (1600-1868). Nowadays it is used only in festivals or as ornaments.
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