KEN-DAMA
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What is the Ken-dama?

Ken-dama is Japanese traditional play. The current type of ken-dama was invented in

1918 by Hajime Egusa. (Kure City, Hiroshima Prefecture). When it was invented, it was
called “Nichi Getsu Ball”.
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Each part of the kendama has a name. The stick is
called “ken”, and the ball is called “tama”. Togeth-
er, they are called “ken-dama”.
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STANDARD KENDAMA ) '

Ken-szaki
a kard” hegye

Ko-dzara
kis csésze

Toss the ball up and try to catch it in the big
s or small cup.
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Ken-dzsin
~ akard ,nyele”

Csu-dzara
kbzepes csésze

Created by: Hisayuki Fukuda, Japanese Teacher Delegation—Ohio Group 2004



