Furoshiki

A furoshiki is a square of silk, cotton, or rayon cloth traditionally used to wrap things in
Japan. Some are as small as a child’s handkerchief and others are as large as a table-
cloth. Originally, it was used to wrap up one’s bath items when going to the public
bath. These days, Japanese people use shopping bags, gift bags, and wrapping paper,
the same as in America. However, many people fre- -
qguently still use furoshiki. They can be used to wrap
things that are bought in a store. To wrap something,
place it in the center of the cloth and tie two diagonal
corners together tightly around the object. Then, take
the other two corners and tie them. If you tie them
tightly, you have “wrapping paper”. If you tie them
somewhat loosely, you can put your hand under the
tie to carry it. If you tie them very loosely, you can
put the package over your shoulder like a purse.
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A piece of furoshiki wraps almost anything. Let’s learn Japanese style wrapping!
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