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Center for Latin American and 
Caribbean Studies - Yale University 



Purpose of Survey: 
goals and expectations 
a.) Levels of proficiency 

b.) Effectiveness of program models 

c.) Continued language study 

d.) Continued language usage 

e.) How to improve? 

f.) Yale’s role in Nahuatl scholarship? 



History of the Program 
Summer programs at Yale 2000-2004 (1-2 students per summer) 

Yale/Chicago Nahuatl Institute 

Chicago AY 2004-2005 (6), 2007-08 (5) 

Summer 2005 (2), 2007 (9), 2008 (3) - in Oapan - J. Amith 

Yale/IDIEZ 

AY 2008-09 (1) IDIEZ via Distance Learning 

Summer 2009 (15), 2010 (24), Zacatecas 

AY 2009-10 (6), Distance Learning Yale and Columbia 

Summer 2011 (13) IDIEZ at Vanderbilt 

Summer 2012 at CSULA 



Survey Questions 
Examples 



Educational Background 
Field and degree 



Continued Study by program 
immersion programs = greater commitment to continued study 



Proficiency and continued Study 
demand for follow-up language training 



User proficiency 
Across all programs 



Nahuatl usages by field 



Nahuatl usage post-program 



correlation: Spanish and Nahuatl 
Should spanish be a requirement or recommendation?  



Strengths 
Valuable resource to the academic community 

Taking classes in both Old and Modern Nahuatl is the best way to learn the 
language 

There has been a radical improvement in the Nahuatl program 

(UG) fueled my interest in indigenous culture 

Some very effective teachers; continue in contact with them and practice 
with them 

Forged lasting friendships and stayed connected with Nahuatl scholars 

The two programs are fantastic in different ways 



Areas for improvement 

The goals for learning outcomes should be clear to 
both instructors and the students 

Spanish should be a stated prerequisite 

Program should be in Mexico when at all possible 

The “vetting” of the village (Oapan) important; 
health concerns were an issue 



Areas for improvement  
(continued) 
Strengthen structure and methodology of the 
Classical course 

Native teachers are “not all on the same page” 
about usage 

Need for opportunities to continue studies through 
Academic Year 

Modern Nahuatl class needs to be more 
communicative and task-based 

Distance learning is not as effective 



Key points 

All indicators show that we should continue to 
combine study of Classical and Modern 

Distance Learning methodology has not worked 

Most desirable to have the program in Mexico 



Goals 

Highest quality program 

Well-trained native language speakers 

Best curriculum and materials available 

Best usage of appropriate technology 
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